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M


any things have changed in the last 3000 years, but people remain the same. When Solomon was on the throne of Israel a reckless word pierced like a sword (Proverbs 12.18) and it has the same effect today. Solomon knew that the tongue of the wise brings healing and we have all experienced this same healing effect. Words are not just about communication, nor are they confined to conveying information to the brain. A timely word (Proverbs 15.23) extends to the whole being and has an overall beneficial effect. Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones (Proverbs 16.24). A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver (Proverbs 25.10) This apple of gold in a silver setting can lift the spirit of the downhearted — a kind word cheers him up (Proverbs 12.25).





Words are used extensively in our preaching. We do, of course, also preach by the way we live and the attitudes we display. When working out what we are going to say to present the gospel of salvation, it is very easy to focus on the message and to carefully hone it until the points come out sharply. The wider effect on the hearers is sometimes not considered. If Solomon was our preaching advisor today, what would he have to say about our plans? Perhaps his comments would be something like: ‘have you really taken into account the effect this will have on the whole person, not just the intellect?’ Or ‘How is this going to cheer up the hearers?’





A Bible Line script presents a great opportunity to make a positive impact on the hearers. The gospel is about hope. It’s about good news. The danger is that to get the attention of callers to the Bible Line, we sometimes devote much of the message to the problems we are addressing. We know that many callers end their call less than one minute into the message. The effect of this is that they go away without their spirits being lifted and without being cheered up in any way. Solomon would surely have advised us to lift the spirits of the caller at the start of the message.


The message, of course, is only the beginning of the process, not the end. When callers ask for a booklet to be sent to them we are then presented with both a risk and a wonderful opportunity to lift their spirits. The risk is that they will receive a polite business like letter telling them exactly what they need to know, including a phone number and address for further information. The impression this creates is that Bible Line is just like any other impersonal organization that processes telephone requests with efficient administrative systems. On the other hand this is a great opportunity to write a warm friendly letter, signed with a first name as well as a surname. If the letter does not cheer up the reader it has failed.





The Proverbs give us insight into the effect of words on people. Solomon’s wisdom is up to date advice for the 21st century.














Editorial





A


t the time of going to press the world is experiencing terrorism on scale which has never been seen before and we naturally wonder how near this will bring us to the return of the Lord Jesus.  We don’t really know.


We can only hope and pray that it will be soon.  In the mean time we are commanded by the Lord Jesus to “watch and pray.”


The word which Jesus used means much more than to observe, it suggests watching with an active element.


Bible Line is just one of the many ways in which we can be active in spreading the good news that God’s coming Kingdom will be free from the problems which the world is experiencing at present.





To date there have been 31 baptisms as a direct result of contacting Bible Line and there have been other baptisms which have resulted from these initial contacts.


Let us pray that there will be others before our now aging answering machines grind to a standstill and force us to look at alternative means of preaching the Word.





Items for inclusion in the next edition should be sent to:





Eoin Gray


9, Monk Ings		Tel/Fax.	01924 474752


Birstall


BATLEY		E Mail	Valmerelec@aol.com


West Yorks


WF17 9HU
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SO YOU CAN’T AFFORD TO ADVERTISE
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�
Shop Postcards





T


hese can be placed in local shops, libraries, playgroups, day centres and “What’s On” community boards to be found in many Supermarkets. Possibly a few willing Brethren and Sisters can ‘adopt “a couple of local venues thus saving on legwork! Arm the volunteers with a notebook in which to note where and when they have visited a venue and if a fee is involved. Small shops are often willing to offer a discount on their weekly charge if the card is booked for a number of consecutive weeks. The expiry date needs to be noted so the renewal can be done on time. Some of the large Superstores only keep cards on display for a fortnight, so checking is necessary. Sometimes the store’s own cards have to be used, but on occasion some stores, Safeway is one, have a poster board alongside their postcard board and this is in fact a better option. A4 posters can be made up in the same style as that chosen for the cards, and these will always be noticed more readily than a card.





Postcards and posters can be designed quite easily on a P.C. and the Youth Circle could possibly do this in an activity session. Photo-copying shops will sometimes design on request. The design should be very simple and the phone number as large as possible allowing it to be read at a distance. If coloured card can be used when the design is reproduced, the eye will be attracted and distinguish it from the others surrounding it.





Note





New Human Rights Legislation which came into effect in October 2000 allows for all religious groups to be represented equally and fairly in the Community. This is good news for preaching committees in the U.K. as institutions are no longer able to discriminate against anyone wanting to share religious beliefs with others.


Libraries





B


ecause of the news mentioned above, it is now possible to ask a local library if their display area can be booked to inform the local community of Christadelphian activities. One ecclesia tried this approach with the intention of publicising the Seminars. The central town library was willing to let the in-house display boards be erected in the central lobby. The display was simple, A4and A3-sized posters explaining what the seminars were, where they were being held and how to register. The content of the Seminars was described on A5 sheets and displayed in eye-catching style. The focus in this example, was the question “Want to know more about the Bible but find it too daunting to read?” The display remained for 2 weeks and was regularly serviced by Brethren and Sisters.





The sister responsible for putting on the display found that many people were curious enough to stop and talk as she was working. The display took 20 minutes to put up AND THE LIBRARY CHARGED NOTHING! The newspaper advert for the seminars was due to go in at the end of the week, but calls were taken BEFORE the advert was even printed.





Of course there is a cost involved in producing the display. In order for it to stand up to at least 2 weeks in a public area, unattended and possibly near an outside door, it is a wise investment to laminate the posters. This will make them virtually indestructible and if care is taken in the planning, those undated sections can be re-used.





This particular account describes an advertisement for a Seminar but, of course can be adapted for many occasions and display the appropriate BIBLE LINE NUMBER!
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�
National Bibleline


0845 7660668





T


he changeover to the new telephone number imposed by OFTEL is now completed. Callers who ring the old 0345 number now hear an announcement instructing them to dial the new number. Please note, there is no automatic transfer of their call.





It is now 4 years since the National Bibleline Scheme was established (Feb 1996) and during this time over 1600 callers have made contact to hear a Bible message, and of these 250 have received literature or correspondence from either the B.L. co-ordinator or someone from their nearest ecclesia.





Many of those who contact this number make repeat calls and requests, indicating that they retain the number and have a continuing interest. There may have been someone with a specific interest in the Bible who has called from your area. Find out from your recording brother





The above number publicising the National Bibleline Scheme continues to be circulated through the dispersal of literature for campaigns and special efforts and via bookmarks, which advertise the number, being used on display stands and at exhibitions. These bookmarks are still available free of charge on application to


Bro. David Holden,


Mount Pleasant,  Howes Lane,


Northowram,


HALIFAX   HX3 7UR	Tel No. 01422 360722
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PRODUCING A DISPLAY - KEEP IT SIMPLE!





LOCAL ACTIVITIES (Suggestion)





Size�
Suggested Heading�
Information about�
�
1 x A3�
“Our Hall”


“Our Meeting Place”�
Location of meeting place for meetings.�


If possible, with a photo or a sketch of the building used.�


Point out local landmarks.�
�
1 x A3�
“Make it a date”�“Times of Meetings”�
Clear list of days and times at which meetings are held.�


Don’t try to complicate things by including lecture titles — this will soon become out of date and unusable�
�
1 x A3�
“Christadelphians Believe”


“Our Beliefs”�
Use one of the “bullet point” lists which you can find on most publications as well as on the reverse of Bibleline Bookmarks�


Again don’t try to cram too much on — keep it easy to read at a distance.�
�
2 x A3�
“The Bible — Our Guide”�
These sheets have been produced along the lines of the booklet of the same title. A supply of the booklets should be available near the display.�
�
1 xA3�
“Bibleline”�“Your local Bibleline”


“What is Bibleline?”�
Identify your local Bibleline number or use the National Bibleline number.�


Have a supply of Bookmarks near the display.�
�
1 x A4�
“Glad Tidings”�
The Glad Tidings already have an A4 poster which can easily be laminated and placed on the display.





Make sure you have a supply of small Glad Tidings Order forms to hand, near the display.�
�
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What happens when our Answer Machine wears out?





T


his question is being asked as the older machines which use tapes become worn or faulty.


Unfortunately there is not an easy answer.  Machines which use tapes are virtually non existant or far too expensive.


The modern answering machine uses digital technology but does not have any tapes and while the quality is much better it does mean that the outgoing message has to be recorded directly on to the machine each time the announcement is changed.


A number of different digital machines are now in use to good effect but unfortunately the ones which proved to be best for our application have now ceased to be manufactured and at the time of going to press we are desperately seeking a new machine which supports a 3 minute outgoing message.


If you know of such a machine I would be very grateful to hear from you.


Another alternative to the conventional answering machine which we are experimenting with at present is to use an older, redundant computer as an answering machine.  A number of different software programmes offer facilities which are far in advance of the ordinary answering machine and at the same time a use is found for a computer which might have been otherwise relegated to the scrap heap.


�
Miscellaneous Advertising Ideas





R


eproduced below is a copy of a recent advert which was used to good


effect.  Please feel free to make use of this idea.  Don’t forget to replace


the advertised number with your own Bible Line number and don’t make


the same spelling mistake on line six.
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B


ible Line bookmarks have now been made available free-of-charge.


Opposite is a sample of the front. The reverse contains a summary of what we believe.


They are printed on laminated card and come in a variety of colours.


Any Bible Line Group wishing to take up this offer should state which telephone number they require printing on the front.





What is New?





I


n the very near future we hope to produce a computer CD containing all the Bible Line Scripts and Transcripts which have been produced to date.  For those who are able to take advantage of this service it will obviously reduce the costs of production and distribution.  We also hope to develop a web site and this will make it easier and quicker for Bible Line Operators to access Bible Line information.  How much is included on the web site will very much depend on demand and we would appreciate your comments and help in this respect.








Bibleline News is published by the Bibleline Co-ordinating Committee and further copies can be obtained from the Editor
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EDITORIAL


A big thank you to all those who have sent in contributions for this edition.   Your efforts are much appreciated by Bibleline Co-ordinating Committee.











