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Hello, thank you for ringing, we have a message for you about “contentment” that we would ask you to consider carefully.

If we were to go out into the streets and conduct a survey among men and women, asking them whether or not they considered themselves to be content, we feel that the common answer would be

“NO.”

They would complain, we feel, that the reverse was the case.  That they didn’t have enough money, that they would like a better job, a new car, longer holidays and far more new clothes for example. Rather selfish things, some of them perhaps.  And mostly things that the pressures of the world, through the advertising media, have brought upon them.  Conditioning them to have the desire for these things in the first place.

The Bible however encourages a far different attitude to life, and pleads with men and women to be grateful for what they have, and to count their blessings and to await the greater blessedness that

will come about at the return of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God.

The apostle Paul was one who had his mind on that future state of blessedness, caring little for the difficulties of life that he experienced.  He wrote and said thank you to a group of believers that had made a collection for his needs, but he was careful to add this:

“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”.   (Phil. 4 v 11-12 N.I.V.)

The apostle had a trust in God that he expressed this way:

“Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have, because God has said never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  (Heb. 13 v 5 N.I.V.)

David the Psalmist, who had at times also been in great need, knew the truth of the matter and said:

“I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread”  (Psalm 37 v 25 N.J.V.)

To leam to be satisfied with such things as we have does bring great contentment of heart and mind, and it does enable us to put the pressures of the advertisers to the back of our minds, so leaving us with a mind that can be devoted to serving the Lord.

Serving the Lord with this singleness of heart and contentment can bring great riches indeed, the

riches of eternal life.
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If you would like to receive a free booklet, that can help you in appreciating the coming world of peace and contentment, you can do this by leaving your name and address after the bleep signal that you will hear in a moment
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Please speak slowly and clearly, spelling any unusual names. (No one will call on you or telephone you, unless you ask us to do so.*)

On behalf of the Christadelphians, thank you for calling Bible Line. 

Here is the bleep signal now.

* Ecclesia’s may choose to omit this sentence.

Ecclesias please note:

Copies of this talk pre-recorded on tapes suitable for use with answering machines are available for Panasonic, Auto-Ansa, Binatone and Amper CM80 machines

Please specify for which machine you are ordering.
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