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Hello, welcome to Bible Line, I’m glad you took the trouble to call.

If you feel inadequate as far as God is concerned, you are perfectly normal.  If you feel it’s too difficult to do what you know God wants, just think that everyone feels like that at some time.  We know that “The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life” pulls us all away from

God.  This feeling of inadequacy is absolutely natural because we know that God is pure.  The purity of God comes home to us more forcibly when we think of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ and the way he lived his life.  There clearly is an enormous gulf between the Lord Jesus on the one hand and you and I on the other.

So, lets face the question: have we got any right to come to the God of purity with our track record? Well in the Bible we have an example of someone with an appalling track record who was very close to God.  Paul, before he became an apostle led a terror campaign against the followers of Jesus Christ.  He describes himself as the worst of sinners, but God helped him to put the past behind him.

When Paul wrote to the Christians is Rome he said: “ For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  He wrote this from the heart.  He knew he had been a sinner in the past and he also knew that he was continuing to sin in the present.

Paul went on to explain to his readers how he, and they, were able to be close to God.  The answer is:

“ being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Jesus Christ.”  We are made right with God, because Jesus Christ paid the price for our sins.  So the fact that we are not good enough to come to God is not the point.  No one is good enough.  Like Paul, the former terroriser of believers, we can be close to God if we believe that Jesus paid the price for our sins.

The crucifixion of Jesus takes on a deeper meaning when we think of the words that Paul wrote to believers in Corinth: “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.” Its how we think about Jesus on the cross that counts in our relationship with God, not how good or bad we think we are. Its not the amount of will power we think we can summon up to lead a better life, its whether we can respond to the love God has shown to the world by giving his Son.

If you would like to receive a free booklet entitled “The Cross of Christ”, please leave your name and address after the bleep signal which you will hear in a moment.  Please speak slowly and clearly, spelling any unusual names. (No one will call on you or telephone you, unless you ask us to do so.)

On behalf of the Christadelphians, thank you for calling Bible Line. 

Here is the bleep signal now.

Ecclesias please note:

Copies of this talk pre-recorded on tapes suitable for use with answering machines are available for Panasonic, Auto-Ansa, Binatone and Amper CM80 machines

Please specify for which machine you are ordering.

References (N1V): 
I Timothy I v 15
Romans 3 v 23 - 241 

Corinthians 1 5 v 3
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