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Hello and thank you for calling Bible Line.  If you leave your name and address at the end of this talk, we will be pleased to send you free of charge, a cassette tape dealing with the subject  “Beyond the grave” and some other literature.

Jesus of Nazareth was killed and three days later restored to life.  Although this happened nearly two thousand years ago, Jesus is still alive!  This fact is the foundation for true Christianity.  We read in first Corinthians chapter fifteen:

“Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”

We know that at harvest time a few fruits always ripen before the rest.  Their ripening is a sure sign of more to come later.  If the risen Christ is the firstfruits, there must be a great harvest of raised ones to follow.

Later in the Corinthians chapter we read:

“— Christ the firstfruits, afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.”

The logical conclusion is that if the dead are to be raised when the Lord Jesus comes again, they must be really dead until that resurrection.  There is no other way to explain this.  For if resurrection does not bring to life people who are really dead, what is its purpose? Can you explain?  

The popular belief that death is not really death, that the essential part of man lives on, is both illogical and unscriptural.

We know from the record in Genesis that God created man from the “dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life”. Did man exist before that heap of dust was moulded and animated by God with the breath of life?  Of course not.  Nor does man exist when the breath of life Is withdrawn.  He returns to dust again.

Of course that can be the very end of life — the final curtain.  The Bible explains that death is a punishment not a reward.  But a reward is promised to those who put their trust in God and serve him in the way he has set out for us.

Yes death is real — the punishment for sins.  But resurrection is real too — the reward for faithful service.  By his own resurrection the Lord Jesus Christ proved that there is a sure hope beyond the grave.  Is it your hope?

If you would like us to send you a transcript of the talk you have Just heard, together with the cassette and some further information, then please leave your name and address, after the bleep signal which you will hear in a moment.  Please speak slowly and clearly, spelling any unusual names.

We make no charge for any of our publications.  God’s message is free to all.
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No one will call on you, or telephone you, unless you ask us to do so.

On behalf of the Christadeiphians, thank you for calling.

Here is the bleep signal now.

Ecclesias please note:

Copies of this talk pre-recorded on tapes suitable for use with answering machines are available for Panasonic, Auto-Ansa, Binatone and Amper CM80 machines

Please specify for which machine you are ordering.
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