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Thank you for calling.

Should we fear the devil?  Of course - if there IS a devil.

Many people think of the devil as a fallen angel, going about to ruin the work of God among men and women.

Buddhists, Moslems, and many other non-Christian bodies, as well as the churches around us, all believe in a devil like this.  But if we want to. find out where the idea of a devil comes from, it’s not from the Bible, but from non-Christian religions.

The Bible DOES use the word devil, of course.  But this word is not found in correct translations of the Old Testament.

Perhaps the best passage in the New Testament to show what the word really means is in the letter to the Hebrews, where we read:  “Because the children are partakers of flesh and blood, Jesus himself also took part of the same, that by death he might destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the devil”. ______ ____

So whatever the devil is Jesus Christ died to destroy it.  So his friends no longer need to be afraid of it.

Another New Testament writer says: “Every man is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires”. ____

“Devil” is a word which sums up everything arising from human sinfulness. ANYONE who goes against God, can be a devil.  A whole nation can be a devil.  This is how the apostle Peter wrote to his fellow Christians in the first century, when they were being persecuted by the Roman power: “Your enemy the devil goes about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour”.

If we really do fear God, and want to obey Him, then the devil of our own human nature has been destroyed by the victory of Jesus Christ on the cross.

 (PAUSE)

On behalf of the Christadeiphians, thank you for listening.

If you’d like us to send you some further information, entirely free of charge, please leave your name and address, (and your post code, if possible).

Please speak after the bleep signal, which you will hear in a moment.

No one will call on you, or telephone you, unless you ask us to do so.

Please speak slowly, and clearly, spelling any unusual names.

Here is the bleep signal, NOW...

Ecclesias please note:

Copies of this talk pre-recorded on tapes suitable for use with answering machines are available for Panasonic, Auto-Ansa, Binatone and Amper CM80 machines

Please specify for which machine you are ordering.
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