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Thank you for calling.

The christening of children is still a widely—accepted social custom. But is it right? Are christening and Christian baptism really the same thing?

Let the Bible decide. The New Testament has some very definite things to say about baptism.

The first, is that it is an act of faith.  Before we can think of confessing Christ in baptism, we must be CONVERTED.  Jesus said: “He who BELIEVES and is baptised, shall be saved”. In the 8th chapter of Acts it says:  “But when they BELIEVED Philip.... they were baptised, both MEN and WOMEN”. These are just two examples of many in the Bible.

Second, it is an act of repentance. We must KNOW what we are doing, and must resolve to abandon the old life and begin again.  Without this, baptism means nothing.

Third, it is an act of obedience.  The trouble with christ​ening is that it fulfils none of these things. The baby is not converted; it knows nothing of repentance; nor is the act a sign of the baby’s obedience.

We cannot believe by proxy.  In fact, there is not ONE case of baby baptism in the whole of the Bible.

Furthermore, baptism requires complete immersion in water.  This is a sign of the burial of the old life.  Then, the emergence from the water signifies resurrection to a new life.  You cannot represent burial and resurrection by sprinkling a few drops of water on the head. When Jesus was baptised, he went down fully into the water, and came out again.  We ought to follow the example he set, especially when we remember that God said at that very moment:  “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”.
(PAUSE)

On behalf of the Christadeiphians, thank you for listening.

If you’d like us to send you some further information, entirely free of charge, please leave your name and address, (and your post code, if possible).

Please speak after the bleep signal, which you will hear in a moment.

No one will call on you, or telephone you, unless you ask us to do so.

Please speak slowly, and clearly, spelling any unusual names.

Here is the bleep signal, NOW...

Ecclesias please note:

Copies of this talk pre-recorded on tapes suitable for use with answering machines are available for Panasonic, Auto-Ansa, Binatone and Amper CM80 machines

Please specify for which machine you are ordering.
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